Glenn Gissler, Calvin Tsao, Zack McKown



From New York to

San Francisco,
Munneapolis to Austin,
these 52 voices in
American intertors are
changing the way

we lwe. Here's what
insprres and informs a
few of the bestin
conlemporary design.

Glenn Gissler

CCORDING TO GLENN GIS5SLER,
Aart 1% the sangle most important

element of a room. Art, he says—
alomg with friends—iz what gives a home
Life. His elientz, many of whom areart
collectors and dealers, might argwe that
without Gissler's claszsical-ayet-modern
crvironments, their ives wouldin'd be so
comforiable, or the paintings and sculpture
around them quite s magical.

Asa child, Gissler studied with a painter
fricnd of his mathers, whowasalsoean
interiordesigner. With finearts and
architecture derrees from Rhode Island
Sehoalof Design, he worked on projects
with desipner Juan Montoyaand architet
Rafac] Vifoly, then Inonched hisown firm in
1987, His many projects since then include
residences in the New York area snd Florida
ws well as showrooms for Mechael Korsand
offices for prominent CEOs,

Gissler calls his work the result of
lifelong interests in twenticth-century art,
literature, historie preservation and
architectural history. His interiors are
invariably diverse and polished, without
looking “decorated™; his palette iscalm, and
earth tones are favorites, Especially
impaortant (o hin s the proper integration of
beautifully crafted elements such as
woodwork, lighting and antigques witha
“seulptural presenee”—art is never far from
his thowghts.—Lis King

Glenn Gissler Design

36 East 220 Street

Mew York, MY 10000
212-224-0d80
wwwglenngisslerdesign.com

Insiders

Tsao & McKown

K AN INTERIOR BY Calvin Tszo and

Zack MeKown, every surface is

cavefully composed, exquisitely
rendered and meardy alvways custom, But for
T and MeKown, surfrces remain, well,
superficial, It is space-—its proportion, its
volume, its sequence—that is their primary
coneern, and it is this empirical approach to
design that distinguishes their work. In
decorating a room, for instance, they start
ned by serching threugh paint decks but by
spending an entire day in the space—
ohserving the movement and intensity of
Tight, registering sounds, studying how the
reom is wied and how it relates toadjacent
spaces. They admive the Maison de Verre
less For Pierme Chareaw's clever interior
fittings than for the surprises you encounter
en roube to its front door, passing throughan
inside-outside-inside saquence of spaces
until at last vou penetrate a glass wall thad
fuses the building and iis forecourt.

“Dresign iz nob acomammodily," saysTsao,

It mesans o ereate o life, po mabe life more
fialfillecd.” With that in mimd, Tsao and
MeKown immerse themselves inaclient’s
i bt with care. “Our job iz not to be style
Svengaliz, We hope that they, and we, can be
strong invision withowt heing stuck in it. s
allabout give and take and a willingmess to
g For a ride,"=Hewther Sniith Maclsaae
Tsao & Meliown
20 Vandam Street
1oth floor
Biew Yook, NY 103
MAF3T2E00
woeraslsno-me Rown.com
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